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2012 INAUGURAL YEAR FOR 
JOANN JETER MEMORIAL 
DIVERSITY SCHOLARSHIP

Although Bonneville Power Administration lost our 
dedicated Diversity Program Manager earlier this year, 
JoAnn Jeter’s memory and her commitment to diversity is 
remembered through the establishment and administration 
of this scholarship fund.  Applicants with a diverse 
background were encouraged to apply last spring and an 
independent panel of area educators had 13 applications 
to evaluate.  The Jeter family thought there was no better 
way to keep Jo’s spirit alive in the effort to support and 
encourage these students.  The Pacific Northwest Federal 
Credit Union account 131978 remains an ongoing avenue 
for charitable donations.  A point of contact for the 
scholarship is Karen Graves Pyrch.

Scholarships have been awarded to:

Siena Lopez-Johnston
$1,000 JoAnn Jeter Memorial Diversity Scholarship 

Derek Littlejohn
$500 JoAnn Jeter Memorial Diversity Scholarship

This scholarship is different in that it is administered under the Associates 
Scholarship Program but not funded by it. 



Siena Lopez-Johnston

Before sharing some information about myself and my goals, I 
would first like to thank the Jeter family, the independent panel of 
area educators, and those who made this opportunity possible 
without whom I would not have been selected as the 2012 
recipient of the JoAnn Jeter Memorial Diversity Scholarship. I am 
honored and humbled to accept this scholarship considering the 
impressive quality and competition among applicants. Upon 
opening the letter and seeing the words “On behalf of the Jeter 
family, we are pleased to inform you…” tears came to my eyes; I 
was so proud to be the recipient and I knew that Jo would be 
equally as proud.



Last spring and summer (2011) I had the privilege to meet and work with Jo 
Jeter. Jo prepared me for and encouraged me to put everything I had into 
obtaining an AISES (American Indian Science and Engineering Society) 
internship with BPA in the Environment, Fish & Wildlife program. Thanks to her 
preparation and encouragement I was offered and accepted the internship 
which turned into the experience of a lifetime, spending a summer working at 
the Cle Elum Supplementation and Research Facility in Cle Elum, WA. Jo gave 
me further encouragement to continue at Bonneville in a STEP (Student 
Temporary Employment Program) position, which I did, and have since been 
converted to a SCEP (Student Career Employment Program) position. My 
STEP and SCEP opportunities would not be possible without Paul Krueger who 
actively worked with Jo and me, following my internship to bring me back to 
BPA to work for him in KEWM. I am currently working full-time at BPA until my 
master’s program starts at Portland State University (PSU) this fall. 

As a child and now a young woman, I loved the outdoors, sports (playing and 
watching), and most importantly, my friends and family. I am an enrolled 
member of the Tolowa Tribe of the Smith River Rancheria in Northern California 
and my culture has been a source of pride for me throughout my life. I have 
always had a passion for taking on new challenges and learning from new 
experiences, especially those that are hands on. As an undergraduate student I 
took an interest in how natural processes occur and what affects them, which 
inspired me to pursue my degree in Environmental Science from the University 
of Oregon. The diversity in my undergraduate studies inspired me further to 
pursue my Masters of Science in the Environmental Science and Management 
Program at PSU. 

Furthering my education is the most important feat in my life right now and this 
scholarship will help to fund my academic endeavors. It lets me know that I 
have support outside my family and friends in achieving my goals as a young 
Native woman both personally and professionally. 

Upon receiving my graduate degree I plan to use the knowledge and skills I 
acquire to give back to both the Native and scientific community. I have worked 
in Native health for years (I previously was employed at the Northwest Portland 
Area Indian Health Board), so finding a way to connect culture with health and 
science is important to me and has been an idea for “diving in” to my thesis 
project next year at PSU. Beyond this, I am interested in pursuing my PhD in 
the future. And even beyond that, I would love to pursue a career with BPA Fish 
and Wildlife, continuing to take on new challenges. 

I would like to close by once again saying thank you and how incredibly 
honored I am to have received this scholarship. And thank you to Jo for 
believing in me and instilling confidence in both my personality and my abilities 
as a student and worker, and for letting me know she thought I am wonderful. I 
will never forget her as a mentor or as a person; the time I knew her was short, 
but her influence still continues today and will carry on in my future. 



. 

My name is Derek Littlejohn and I 
was born in McMinnville, Oregon 
on October 30, 1991 to Michael 
and Michelle Littlejohn.  I am the 
youngest of three, having an older 
brother and half sister. When I was 
born we lived in a small town 
named Sheridan where I went to 
school through my freshman year. 
We moved to neighboring 
Willamina which is the High School 
from which I graduated.  
I grew up in a sport-oriented family, 
playing soccer, football, basketball, 
baseball and wrestling as a child. In 
school I played football, basketball 
and baseball. I played on the 
OSAA’s   Baseball 3A State 
Championship team my junior year. 

In high school I was an officer in the local FFA Chapter and President of the 
National Honors Society. I volunteered for various youth activities such as umpire, 
referee and camp counselor for the school and youth organizations in my 
community. I volunteer for Special Olympics and as a chaperone for a non-profit 
which organizes vacations for special needs adults. Besides school and sports I 
worked on our family farm bucking hay, mowing fields and spraying weeds, I 
worked for other farms bucking hay also. I still hold a part -time position as a sales 
associate at American Eagle Outfitters, which I started my high school sophomore 
year.

For the past 2 years I have been a physics student at Linfield College.  I am a 
member of Theta Chi serving the past year as recruitment chair. I have now 
transferred to Oregon State University majoring in Forestry Engineering for the next 
3 years. When I graduate I plan to carry on a family tradition managing and 
operating my family’s sustainable Timber Farm nestled in Oregon’s Coast Range.

Derek Littlejohn



From November 5‐15, the Holidays for 
Heroes Giving Tree will be available 
across from The Café. To participate, 

please do the following:
TIMEFRAME EXTENDED!!!!

• Select a Veteran gift tag
(tags can STILL be obtained by
contacting Lisa Kayton x 5933) 

• Follow the instructions on the gift tag
• Return all gifts to Lisa Kayton by
December 4th

• Also accepting baked goods for Dec 
21st delivery . Drop off to Lisa Kayton

by Dec 20th

All gifts will be used to provide 
holiday blessings for our  heroes 
at the Oregon Veterans Home 
located in The Dalles, OR, on 
December 21st. There are 140 
residents, many have outlived 
their loved ones and don’t see 
visitors or receive gifts this time 

of year. 
Help us make this a special time.

If you have questions, please contact:
Lisa Kayton 503‐230‐5933
Kirsten Kler 503‐230‐4411
Dave Mayer 503‐230‐5519



The holiday season is the sweetest time of year at 
PNWFCU, especially when it comes to auto loans! Right 
now, auto loan rates at PNWFCU are as low as 2.49% 
APR*!  

Whether you’re looking for a new or used car or truck, or 
you’re currently paying too much on your monthly car 
payment, it’s time to take advantage of the amazingly 
low auto loan rates out there. A lower loan rate means a 
lower car payment... which means more cash in your 
wallet at the end of the month! And with the holidays on 
the horizon, who couldn’t use a little more cash? 

Stop by and speak with your local Member Service 
Representative, give us a call at 1.800.444.5858, or visit 
us on the web (www.pnwfcu.org) for more details.

*APR= Annual Percentage Rate. Rate as of 12/1/2012 and subject to 
change without notice. Rate quoted for lowest new car loan amount up to 
$25,000, for 24-60 month terms, with automated payments. Cancellation of 
automated payments will increase APR. Rates may be different as 
determined by the individual creditworthiness of each applicant and the 
terms of the loan. Not all applicants, terms and loan amounts will qualify for 
the lowest rate. Other rates and terms available. Offer applies to certain cars 
and trucks only; recreational vehicles, motorcycles and boats are not 
included in this offer. Internal refinances available, $100 processing fee will 
apply and will affect APR. Ask for complete details. 



ASSOCIATES MEMBERS ONLY



The Associates The Associates 

Would Like Would Like 

to Wish Everyoneto Wish Everyone

A Very Safe, A Very Safe, 

Happy and HealthyHappy and Healthy

New Year!!New Year!!



ASSOCIATES OFFICERS  

Acting President – Cheríe Long             cslong@bpa.gov
Vice President –Terry Larson                talarson@bpa.gov
Secretary – Jenny Hurlburt jhurtburt@bpa.gov
Treasurer – Jonathan Perrault            jeperrault@bpa.gov
Membership Chair –Stacie Camou secamou@bpa.gov
Retirees Rep – Vacant
WATTS NEWS – Geri Campbell         gacampbell@bpa.gov
WATTS NEWS - Classified Ads – Connie Whitlow

crwhitlow@bpa.gov

All news information should be sent to the 
WATTS NEWS Editor, P.O. Box 3621, (B155) 
Portland, OR 97208, or associates@bpa.gov

The next WATTS NEWS will be published 
in January. Please send classified ads to 
Connie Whitlow by December 25th. Thanks


