
2017 General FEGA Season Information 

1 

 

2017 General FEGA Season Information 

Welcome back to the 2017 season! 

Don't miss out on any of the tournaments, sign up today.  Remember, your GHIN number will 

not be activated (no scores can be posted) until your dues are paid. We will send email 

confirmation back to those who send in a registration so that you know we received your sign-up 

form and check. If you send one in and don’t get a confirmation back from me within a week, 

please let me know. Following are several refreshers on how the club operates: 

Tee It Forward 

We are continuing to provide the principle of Tee It Forward (TIF), so pay attention to the pieces 

below that are relevant. The purpose of this initiative is to increase the enjoyment of the game for 

players of all abilities. In a nutshell, for FEGA, you may use either the White or the Forward 

(usually Red) tees on a given non-block-tournament course, as long as the course has a rating 

and slope for those tees for your gender. At this time, we believe all of the courses have Forward 

ratings for both men and women. Those will be marked on the schedule with TIF in the Notes 

column. To help you decide which tees to play, the USGA offers the following chart based on 

your average driving length: 

Driver Distance Recommended 18-Hole Yardages 

275 6,700-6,900 

250 6,200-6,400 

225 5,800-6,000 

200 5,200-5,400 

175 4,400-4,600 

150 3,500-3,700 

125 2,800-3,000 

100 2,100-2,300 

Check the scorecard at each course for the yardages for each set of tees. Remember, the choice is 

yours, but you must play from the same tees for the entire round and record your scores properly 

to keep the handicap system accurate, so make sure you indicate the correct tees when you post 

your scores to GHIN, and mark it in the FEGA score book at the course. Email will be sent 

before each course opens to identify which tees are available for use. 

League Play 

It’s easy.  All you have to do is play the course any time during the tournament dates on the 

Schedule.  For our "4-week" tournaments, play usually starts on a Sunday and ends on a 

Saturday 4 weeks later.   

For league play, just call the course (you don't need to identify yourself as a FEGA member), 

schedule your tee time and play your round.  You must play with another FEGA member to 

attest each other's scores.  When you're done with your round, ask for the "FEGA book" at the 
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pro shop counter – they will either have it, or be able to tell you where it is stored.  Be persistent, 

we’ve always found the book hiding in the pro shop after it has been reported lost. Record your 

name, tees played, scores and any KP's or special scores (discussed later).  Don't forget to date 

and sign your scorecard.  Both scorer and attester must sign.  Please include first and last names 

on your scorecard as this will make it easier for us to figure out who you are.  Then return the 

book back to the pro shop.  Good penmanship here is extremely helpful – if your card isn’t easily 

readable create a new one to place in the FEGA book. 

Posting to GHIN 

Golf Handicap and Information Network  (GHIN) is the organization that officially calculates, 

tracks, and maintains each player’s golf handicap index, which is used to calculate each player’s 

course handicap for any round of golf. This year it is again your responsibility (based on the 

FEGA Constitution) to post your adjusted gross score to GHIN for any round of golf you play 

during the posting season (that’s March 1 – November 30 for Pacific Northwest), including 

FEGA counting rounds.  Calculate your adjusted gross score based on the maximum number of 

strokes you can record on a hole as determined by the Equitable Stroke Control (ESC) for your 

course handicap.  This information, your course handicap, the ESC adjustment chart and an 

example of adjusting your score, is included in the FEGA scorebook at the course.  This does not 

mean that you stop playing a hole once you reach the maximum score you are allowed to post for 

that hole, or that you only record that maximum on the scorecard even if you shoot higher. You 

record your actual score on the scorecard for each hole, and then adjust your total score in the 

ESC score column in the score book. You can post your scores to GHIN via the handicap 

computer at the course or via the internet posting capability at ghin.com. 

So in summary, on the FEGA scoresheet, record the date played, your name, the tees played, 

your gross score, list any KPs or other special scores, your adjusted gross score and post this 

score to GHIN.   

Lastly, place your scorecard in the pouch provided in the scorebook.  

Schedule 

The official 2017 Course Schedule will be sent to you before the end of January, and it will also 

be posted in the Schedule folder on the FEGA web site (see below). It has links to course web 

sites, phone numbers, identifies courses in the OGA Passport, FEGA Cup courses, and the holes 

for the 18-Course Challenge. 

Block Tournaments 

These tournaments are special one-day events with specific formats and prizes to make them fun 

and memorable. Each requires its own sign-up process, which will be distributed as the dates get 

closer. Any rules specific to Tee It Forward will be determined for each individual block 

tournament. 
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FEGA Web Site Information 

We have a new web site this year, primarily for two reasons: we can publish more documents 

more easily; and we’ve saved the club $450 in annual subscription fees. The web address is as 

follows: 

http://www.theassociatesonline.org/sponsored-teams/fega-golf 

Yes, the primary tenant of this web site is The Associates, a Federal employee association of 

which we’re a part. You can navigate to the top of the site if you want to browse Associates 

information. You do not need to log in on the site. You can view everything we’re publishing as 

a “guest”. 

This change in web sites does mean that we will have to find other ways to track results of events 

and keep track of season leaders in credits won by flight, etc. We’ll be publishing those results in 

the Results folder on the web site, in a timely manner after each event. In fact, we’re compiling 

all of the results we have in an archive for as long as we have records, back to 2001 or so. 

FEGA Constitution (posted in the Admin Docs folder of the FEGA web site) 

Please take a moment to review the FEGA Constitution.  It would be helpful if you could do this 

early this golfing season because it will give you good information about FEGA rules, awards, 

handicaps, etc. 

Please pay particular attention to Article VII - Rules and Regulations.  Section 2 discusses 

"counting rounds."  According to this rule, you must declare the round a FEGA "counting" or 

"non-counting" round before you tee off on the first hole.  Then, only record your declared 

"counting" round in the FEGA scorebook.  You are responsible, for handicap purposes, for 

posting to GHIN your FEGA round and any other "non-counting" round or other rounds of golf 

you play.  This will make sure everyone is playing with a handicap representative of their 

ability.  You can post these rounds either on the course handicap computer or via the Internet 

posting capability at ghin.com.   

Section 3 discusses golfing under the "honor system" and that you must play FEGA rounds with 

another FEGA member to score and attest each other's scores. 

Also, please read Article VIII - Awards.  Section 2B discusses KP's.  To elaborate, KP's (closest 

to the pin awards) are available on all par 3 holes on the course if you are on the green in 

regulation (1 stroke).  However, you must be within the length of the flagstick (about 7 feet) on 

your tee shot.  If you are within the length of the flagstick, record it on your scorecard and write 

it in the "Special Scores" column on the FEGA book scoresheet.  Everyone within the KP 

distance wins a credit for the KP on that hole. Highlight any eagles on the scoresheet as well, 

since these are worth credits too! 

http://www.theassociatesonline.org/sponsored-teams/fega-golf
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Scorecards 

One of our goals every year is to improve the accuracy and legibility of our scorecards.  The goal 

here is to help the Handicap Director and make his job easier by improving the quality of our 

scorecards.  Here are some points to remember for your cards: 

1. Please remember to include your first and last name on the scorecards, no 

nicknames.  Sure, the Handicap Director can figure out who you are from the card and 

list, but his job would be easier if you included your last name. 

2. Please remember to sign and date your scorecard and have a FEGA member attest the 

scores.  

3. If you play the course more than once, only record your declared "counting round," as 

mentioned above, in the FEGA scorebook. 

4. You must play FEGA rounds with another FEGA member.  Please record all of the 

scores on one scorecard.  Put a line through all guest or non-FEGA scores on your 

scorecard. 

5. Mark your scorecard with all KPs in the group, indicating whose shot it was and which 

par 3 hole. Same for scores of Eagle or better. 

6. Remember to mark which tees you played in the FEGA scorebook. Unmarked entries 

will assume you played White for men and Forward (usually Red) for women. 

Flights within FEGA 

The FEGA membership is divided into groups called Flights in order to provide a more fair 

competition for certain kinds of rewards during the season, such as long drive and KP activities 

at block events, and for credits for performance in the regular rounds, etc. The Handicap Director 

makes the Flight assignments around April 15
th

, and the FEGA members stay in those Flights 

until the assignments are done again the following year. The Flight composition is based on each 

member’s handicap index, with a range of values for each of our four Flights A, B, C, and D. 

The ranges are determined by the number of FEGA members and an even distribution of those 

members across the four Flights. 
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Associates and GHIN Cards 

Registering with FEGA includes membership in The Associates and GHIN. We don’t typically 

provide the Associates’ membership cards to you, but we will get them for you if you ask. Please 

let us know if you would like them mailed to you instead.  Note that it is a LOT easier to 

coordinate the earlier you sign up for the season! Once registered with OGA, you can print your 

GHIN card from the GHIN web site (www.ghin.com). In Oregon and Washington, the GHIN 

season for posting scores runs from March 1
st
 through November 30

th
. 

Note that when searching for FEGA members on the GHIN site, the state is determined by where 

our Handicap Director happens to live. So check both Oregon and Washington, unless you 

remember who the Handicap director is, and in which state he/she lives. 

Season Winnings 

Throughout the FEGA season, there are opportunities to win various prizes, most often in the 

form of credits or block tournament prize money. The credits are usually published before block-

time tournaments. Typically, credits are won by performing in the top three net and gross scores 

within each flight for each regular course event, and for KPs won or eagles scored during those 

same events. As we transition to Tee It Forward, for 2017 the credits earned for gross scores in 

the non-block-tournaments will be based only on Flight, not the tees played. This will allow us to 

gather data for further analysis. Any credits earned can then be used to reduce the entry fees for 

block tournaments. Golf ball awards can be earned during various contests at block-time 

tournaments. Rules for KP and LD in relation to Tee It Forward at block tournaments will be 

determined and distributed for each tournament. We do our best to distribute the golf ball 

winnings at the event, but it is ultimately each golfer’s responsibility to make arrangements to 

receive their golf balls. The day after the season-ending Sweepstakes tournament, all golf ball 

winnings that haven’t been distributed are zeroed out. Same goes for credits earned. 

Prize money is usually mailed out in the form of a check after the tournament at which it is won. 

More often than you’d think, some of the checks go uncashed, which makes life very difficult for 

our treasurer. So, uncashed checks will be stale-dated at 90 days after being issued. Please cash 

them right away when you get them so you don’t lose out on the money after 90 days. 

 

If you have any questions, please contact me at (503) 230-3140 or mjharris@bpa.gov.  

Thanks for your attention to these details and good luck this season. 

  

Mike Harris, 2017 FEGA Membership & Publicity Director 

http://www.ghin.com/

